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James Retallack

ed Saxony argues that election battles were
Rfought so fiercely in Imperial Germany

because they reflected two kinds of
democratization. Social democratization could
not be stopped, but political democratization
was opposed by many members of the German
bourgeoisie. This book asks: how was Germany
governed in the era of Bismarck and Kaiser
Wilhelm II? How did fear of revolution push
liberal and conservative parties together? How
did Germany’s leaders see their nation’s future?

FEATURES
» Reappraises Germany’s prospects
for democratic governance from the

mid-nineteenth century to the collapse of the
Second Reich

o Uses a regional lens to rethink older
assumptions about Germanys changing
political culture

o Mines new primary sources from German
archives and libraries

o Complemented by an extensive open-access
online supplement to present additional
statistical materials

James Retallack is Professor of History and German Studies at

the University of Toronto.
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